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Core Value #1

Experiencing God’s Love 

and Grace



Core Value #1

Experiencing God’s Love 

and Grace

We value the free gift of salvation in Christ Jesus 
and the transforming power of the Holy Spirit.



2 Cor. 5

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear 

the Lord, we try to persuade others. What 

we are is plain to God, and I hope it is 

also plain to your conscience.



2 Cor. 5

12 We are not trying to commend 

ourselves to you again, but are giving you 

an opportunity to take pride in us, so that 

you can answer those who take pride in 

what is seen rather than in what is in the 

heart.



2 Cor. 5

13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some 

say, it is for God; if we are in our right 

mind, it is for you.



2 Cor. 5

14 For Christ’s love compels us, because 

we are convinced that one died for all, 

and therefore all died.



2 Cor. 5

15 And he died for all, that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves but 

for him who died for them and was raised 

again. 



2 Cor. 5

16 So from now on we regard no one from 

a worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 

longer.



2 Cor. 5

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 

new creation has come:] The old has 

gone, the new is here!



2 Cor. 5

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us 

to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation:



2 Cor. 5

19 that God was reconciling the world to 

himself in Christ, not counting people’s 

sins against them. And he has committed 

to us the message of reconciliation.



2 Cor. 5

20 We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 

reconciled to God.



2 Cor. 5

21 God made him who had no sin to be 

sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 
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• Experience More Power (problem is motivation, 

desire) 

• Permanent Attachments
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The Culture Code

•Belonging cues always send the message: 
"You are safe here".



The Culture Code

•Belonging cues always send the message: 
"You are safe here".

•Group performance depends on behavior 
that communicates one thing: We are safe 
and connected.



Renovated

•“The brain functions that determine our 
character are most profoundly shaped by 
who we love.  Changing character, as far as 
the brain is concerned, means attaching in 
new and better ways.”



Renovated

•“Is salvation itself a new and active 
attachment with God that forms and 
transforms our identities?”
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What happens when we don’t?

•Foster/Adoption Kids

•Loneliness

•Performance/Comparison Trap



2 Cor. 5



2 Cor. 5

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear 

the Lord, we try to persuade others. What 

we are is plain to God, and I hope it is 

also plain to your conscience.



2 Cor. 5

12 We are not trying to commend 

ourselves to you again, but are giving you 

an opportunity to take pride in us, so that 

you can answer those who take pride in 

what is seen rather than in what is in the 

heart.



2 Cor. 5

13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some 

say, it is for God; if we are in our right 

mind, it is for you.



2 Cor. 5

14 For Christ’s love compels us, because 

we are convinced that one died for all, 

and therefore all died.



2 Cor. 5

15 And he died for all, that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves but 

for him who died for them and was raised 

again. 



2 Cor. 5

16 So from now on we regard no one from 

a worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 

longer.



2 Cor. 5

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 

new creation has come: The old has gone, 

the new is here!



2 Cor. 5

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us 

to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation:



2 Cor. 5

19 that God was reconciling the world to 

himself in Christ, not counting people’s 

sins against them. And he has committed 

to us the message of reconciliation.



2 Cor. 5

20 We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 

reconciled to God.



2 Cor. 5

21 God made him who had no sin to be 

sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 











“The wind of the spirit had blown upon us; 

we could not prove how or whence it had 

come.

 But our experience pointed to a source 

beyond ourselves. 



We knew personal fulfillment, love, joy, 

peace, wholeness, as we committed 

ourselves to the one who called us. 

Only as we responded to this Word did we 

receive the power to progress towards true 

humanity. 



Our life on the horizontal plane 

was made meaningful at the point 

where it was met by the vertical. 

At the point marked by the Cross 

we found ourselves.” 
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Where do we go from here?

1. Prayerfully think about attachment.
•God loves you just as you are.  No 
exceptions or qualifications!

•God’s present love for you is so complete 
that he doesn’t want us to stay as we are 
for our sake.



Where do we go from here?

2. Read Scripture with attachment in view.
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2. Read Scripture with attachment in view.
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Where do we go from here?

2. Read Scripture with attachment in view.
•Read the Bible and replace an occurrence 
of “love” with attachment.

•Pay attention to the ways the Bible talks 
about attachment.



Where do we go from here?

3. Practice

"If you want to have an attachment to God 
you are going to have to practice it with 

people.” - Jim Wilder



Where do we go from here?

4. Next Steps

 May 7: post-service lunch
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