
A Long Obedience in 
the Same Location



Lord, you have been our

dwelling place throughout 

all generations. 

Psalm 90:1





Macha Hospital under construction



Opened in 1957 by Dr Alvan Thuma  



Early Clinics at Macha



Macha Hospital 



Macha Hospital 



Missions environment in 
southern Africa in the 70s









Missionary in Leadership positons



Bishop Kipe and First Zambian 
Bishop, Rev. Silungwe - 1978



First senior medical staff - 1982



Mr. Kalambo - 1985





Pastor Enock Shamapani



Esther’s Role



Scrub Nurse



Training literacy tutor



Teaching literacy



Teaching TEE



Visiting villages



Village Visiting



Katumbi Church



Communication



Hospitality



Changes in the nature of ministry

“Get in, 

get ahead, 

get alongside, 

get behind, 

get out” 

??



OR 

the benefits of long-term 
partnerships



Mary Olive Lady



Edie Miller



Importance of Longevity





Satisfaction of deep 
relationships



Phil and Elaine Thuma













Kalambos





Mutinta



Community women’s Bible study







Church women’s Bible study



Chris and Marlys Book



Alpha Course



“I planted the seed, Apollos 
watered it, but God made it 
grow”

I Corinthians 3:6



Advances in medical care



Diseases

1. Neonatal tetanus

2. Measles 

3. Schistosomiasis

4. Trachoma

5. Leprosy

6. Malaria

7. HIV/AIDS

gone

gone

uncommon

uncommon

nearly gone

reduced by 95%

now able to be treated 



Malaria



Malaria – Dr. Phil Thuma
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Macha Mission Hospital
Pediatric Malaria Admissions
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Macha Mission Hospital
Pediatric Malaria Deaths



Eye Work



Patient with cataracts



Eye surgery



Dr. Samuel Verkerk and family





AIDS at Macha Hospital

• First AIDS patients 1986

• For 19 years compassionate care 
but no treatment for the disease

• 20% of adults infected

• 4% newly infected each year



Death Sentence

• Funeral every week  

• 5-7 hospital staff members died each 
year



ART Clinic – opened March 2005



ARV treatment stops transmission

• Prevents transmission of the disease 
from HIV+ mother to child at birth  

• With no ARVs 40% babies infected

• With ARVs no babies infected from 
Macha Hospital Antenatal Clinic in the 
past 6 years.



Chief Macha



Senior Headmen





Burns in Children



Burn face after skin graft



Dr. Goran



Newly applied skin graft



Soft



Soft and nurse Amanda





Soft supervising painting



Soft with nurse Amanda



Other challenges and 
satisfactions



Bishops Hamukang’andu and 
Nseemani



Pastor and Mrs Malilwe



Church Planting



Discipleship



Push the Rock Zambia (PTR)



PTR Zambia



PTR



Push The Rock (PTR)



PTR Library – encouraging reading



Macha International Christian 
School (MICS)



The Sanfilippo family



The Percy family



MICS



MICS



MICS orphan sponsorship



MICS interns



MICS interns



Challenge of prosperity gospel 
and deliverance ministries







Influence of African Traditional 
Religion



Quandary of staying vs 
retiring



Eber and Ruth Dourte



Becca and Silas



Matt, Les, Simeon and Sophia



Simeon and Sophia





Macha Doctors (with two interns)



Dr. Hachobe



Don Spurrier



Tony and Veronica Beers 



Opportunities for service





a hands-on internship in the u.s.

equipping young adults to impact 

the kingdom and to explore their 

callings

Experience on-site, intensive cross-cultural training 

Explore how God has gifted you to serve and to 

lead

Receive mentoring from business and ministry 

leaders

To apply: bicus.org/career/internship-thrive





Our Hope

“You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, because you 
were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and 
nation. You have made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve our God 
and they will reign on the earth”

Rev 5:9-10


