




The word community 
generally expresses a certain supportive and nurturing 

way of living and working together.  When someone says, 
“I miss a sense of community here; something should be done 
to build a better community,” she or he is probably suffering 

from alienation, loneliness, or lack of mutual support 
and cooperation.  



The desire for community 
is most often a desire for a sense of unity, 

a feeling of being accepted, 
and an experience of at-homeness. 



It is therefore not strange that for quite a few 
critical observers of the contemporary scene, 

the word community has become associated with 
sentimentalism, romanticism, and even melancholy.





























“The paradox of the Christian community is that people are 
gathered together in voluntary displacement…



Why is this so central?  
It is central because in voluntary displacement, 
we cast off the illusion of “having it together” 

and thus begin to experience our true condition, 
which is that we, like everyone else, 

are pilgrims on the way, 
sinners in need of grace.”






